1950
Chief Raymond E. Dissinger reported the increase of 5,000 miles traveled was due to the
annexation of the Berkshire Heights section. Street lights in Berkshire Heights were reported to
M.E. Company. Traffic accidents started to be reported by “locations.” A new police car was
purchased where the trade-in value received was $552.30. There was $4388 in fines partially
collected by Justice of the Peace, Harry N. Hangen.

Record of Auto Accidents in 1950

Map of the Borough of Wyomissing in 1950 after the Annexation of Berkshire Heights.
1951
Traffic lights were adjusted to turning “on” at 5:30 AM. Borough police officers apprehended
juveniles causing public and private property damage and collected over $900 in restitution.
Officer Robert H. Henne was hired in January. Chief Raymond E. Dissinger requested that pay
increases be applied to the police officers and staff based on the cost of living. The Fire & Police
Committee recommended that all equipment purchased for individual police officers be
returned upon resignation, retirement, or removal. In March, Ordinance #478 was enacted to
appoint Shillington police officers as Wyomissing police officers, but specifically not Wyomissing
Hills Borough police officers.

Officer Jacob L. Weber and Wyomissing Fire Company Fire Chief Jesse Brown in the early 1950’s
before a parade.

Officer Robert H. Henne
1952
Officer Robert H. Henne resigned in February and cited the salary “was not sufficient to pay for
the necessities of my family and myself.” Chief Raymond E. Dissinger requested that the 25
MPH sign be removed from North Wyomissing Boulevard because it served “no good purpose.”

Following an accident that destroyed the patrol car, it was decided no officer’s personal car was
to be used while working. The police department was instructed to enforce no washing of cars,
changing oil, bathing, or picnicking on the north side of Parkside Drive South. In August, a
reciprocal agreement was executed with Spring Township that appointed their police officers as
Wyomissing police officers. Traffic congestion was noted after the installation of a “drive-in
bank facility” at the Peoples Trust Bank, 800 Penn Avenue.

1953

Police Chief Raymond E. Dissinger talks to Patrolman Jacob L. Weber who is seated in the 1953
Ford police car. This photograph was taken on Wyomissing Boulevard near Penn Avenue.
1954

“40 Years of Service”

A new police patrol unit was purchased for $441.09 after a trade-in. A “red blinker light” was
installed on the roof of the police car for $67.50.The Wyomissing School District and the
Borough agreed to have an officer at the Wyomissing Grade School in the 300 block of
Wyomissing Boulevard for “crossing duties” alongside the “student patrols.” Total salaries and
wages for the police department were $22,600.
Calls for Service
402
Stolen Property
Recovered
N/R

Arrests (include
Borough Ordinances)
740*
Police Pension
Balance
$45,500

Traffic Violations
*Combined with
Arrests
Complement of
Officers
5

Traffic Accidents
35

Miles Patrolled
47,160

UCR Clearance
Rate v. National
N/R

1955
The police department continued 24-hour police patrols throughout the year, traveling 70,520
miles throughout the year with six (6) borough police officers. The police department
responded to 560 radio calls, one fire call, and 366 complaints. There were 75 traffic accidents
and 441 arrests for traffic violations. The borough ordinances were violated with 55 arrests.

Violations of the dog ordinance decreased from 1954 to 11 violations, which resulted in 17 dogs
being impounded. Damage to private and public property by juveniles totaled $53.25. Stolen
property recovered was $5380. A special meeting was held to discuss the annexation of
Wyomissing Hills Borough in March. Collision car insurance was added to the police vehicles for
a $60 premium with a $100 deductible. There were 1450 homes with a population of 4195
residents and 25.01 miles of streets. The assessed property value was $9,611,925. Officer
Leonard P. Jones was hired.

(Pictured L-R) Officer Jacob L. Weber, Officer Harry F. Bare, Chief Raymond Dissinger, Sergeant
Eldridge J. “Red” Eyrich, and Officer Robert B. Angstadt.
1956
An “open letter” to the residents to “drive safely” was sent in February. All police officers
received a medical physical and passed. An ordinance disallowing parking against the mall on
Reading and Wyomissing Boulevards was passed in April. Ordinance #578 regulating carrying,
possession, use of a firearm within the Borough was passed with a $10 to $100 fine or 30 days
in jail as punishment. In December, a $10 a week raise was proposed for the police department
for 1957, which would increase the salaries to the following for a 44-hour work week:
Chief of Police- $80
Sergeant- $73.50
Officer- $70
Clerk $42
There was one fatal car accident. There were 12 dogs impounded.

1957
There were two fatal car accidents. There were 22 dogs impounded for which eight owners paid
fines and 14 animals were turned over to the Humane Society. Chief Raymond E. Dissinger was
struck by a vehicle in West Reading while directing traffic at an accident scene in February.
Sergeant Eldridge J. “Red” Eyrich was made Acting Chief in March. Officer Leonard P. Jones was
hired in February. Officer David Y. Bausher was hired in November.
Before there was any type of formal wage negotiations, the following letter was sent by the
police officers to the Chief Burgess:

1958
Sergeant Eldridge J. “Red” Eyrich continued as the acting police chief through 1958 with his
salary increased to $85 per month. A second patrol unit was used on a limited basis.
1959
Officer Leonard P. Jones resigned from the borough police department in November, which left
5 officers, who were assisted by the Wyomissing Fire Police at certain traffic duties and high
school functions. Officer Jacob L. Weber was promoted to Chief of Police in October when Chief
Raymond E. Dissinger retired because of his accident injury. Acting Chief Eldridge J. “Red” Eyrich
was returned to his previous rank of Sergeant. A police officer received radioactive fallout
training in December.
Chief Jacob L. Weber changed the format of the annual Chief of Police report to provide more
thorough and detailed information. Chief Jacob L. Weber reported a “constant effort is being
made to ever increase courtesy toward the public while still enforcing the law to the utmost of
our ability.” Chief Jacob L. Weber reported the “morale of the department at the close of the
year is on the increase and harmony within the department is the key word.” Chief Jacob L.
Weber added “this is probably due in great measure to the close relationship of the men
through regular meetings being held within the department” and “at these meetings gripes,
complaints, etc., are brought out in the open and not confined within each man,“ which started
monthly police department meetings.

Department Shoulder Patch 1940’s to the 1970’s.

Sergeant Eldridge J. “Red” Eyrich with the 1958 Ford patrol car.

