
1920 
 
During the month of July, the salary for the High Constable was set again at $25 per month. 
 
1921 
 
The Law Committee, through Town Solicitor, J. Fred Hartgen, opined “the Borough Code of 
1915 empowers boroughs under their police powers to compel, by ordinance, or by an 
agreement” their enforcement, which was first exercised during wires being placed 
underground and other improvements along Penn Avenue. The salary for the High Constable 
remained at $25. 
 
1922  
 
The Wyomissing Borough Police Department was organized in 1922 by Chief Burgess (changed 
later to Mayor) Charles H. Law. James F. Ely, a former Pennsylvania State Police Sergeant, was 
the first police officer and Chief of Police. Chief James F. Ely’s salary was set at $150 per month 
plus $44.55 for a uniform by Ordinance #173. The elected position of “High Constable” and 
“Constable” duties were reduced with the creation of the borough police department. The local 
area bicycle dealers were interested in using the picturesque Wyomissing and Reading 
Boulevards for a bicycle race.  
 

 



 
Ordinance Number #174 

 

 
 

Chief James F. Ely 
 

 
 

The original police department was located in Town Hall at 1164 Penn Avenue, which was built 
in 1910. 



1923 
 
The town solicitor, Paul H. Price, Esquire of the Law Committee informed the Town Council that 
police salaries should be set by town ordinance and Ordinance 191 was adopted. Ordinance 
191 set salaries for the police officers at $125 per month. In September, Chief Burgess Charles 
H. Law reported receiving numerous complaints of residents parking their vehicles along the 
streets overnight. Chief James F. Ely resigned in October over a disagreement of a clothing 
allowance receipt. Officers Edward Walters and George H. Monshower were hired. However, it 
is unknown when or why Officer George H. Monshower left the police department. William J. 
“Dutch” Griffith was sworn in as Chief of Police in December. Chief William J. “Dutch” Griffith’s 
salary was set at $150 per month by Ordinance 200. 
 

 
 

Chief William J. “Dutch” Griffith 
  
1924     “10 Years of Service” 
 
Chief Burgess Charles H. Law received numerous complaints of the trolleys being passed on 
their left. It was decided a motorcycle was needed to pursue the “speed fiends.” An Indian 
motorcycle the “Big Chief #74” was purchased with a side car for $475. It was painted with 
“Wyomissing Police Dept” on the side car and “W.P.D.” on the motorcycle. The motorcycle was 
received in March and damaged in April during training. It was noted “repairs would be (made) 
after the officers mastered the motorcycle.” White traffic belts were ordered for traffic control 
at the Textile Inn, Penn Avenue and Van Reed Road with the possibility of installing a spotlight 
for the safety of the officer. In December a yearly report was submitted by High Constable 
Albert Hetrick. A monthly report by Chief Burgess Charles H. Law reported that “an intoxicated 



man was brought to the town hall for safe keeping,” and “several tramps and foreigners were 
found loitering in the borough after midnight and escorted to the borough limits.” 

 

 
 

The Indian motorcycle the “Big Chief #74” with a side car as shown later in the background 
behind the 1955 Water Sprinkler at the Borough Stables, 18 State Hill Road. 

 

 
 



The Textile Inn at Penn Avenue and Van Reed Road where white traffic belts were ordered for 
traffic control  and the installation of a spotlight for the safety of the officer. 

 
1925 
 
Officer William C. Shafer was hired in January, which required additional space for the police 
department in Town Hall. The yearly budget in salaries was $1800 for the Chief of Police and 
$2200 for department officers. A partition was added to divide the holding cells from where the 
election booths were stored and operated. In June, Borough Council appointed two new police 
officers for $125 per month: Charles F. Hahn, and Officer Walter H. Trumbore, who later left for 
the Reading Police Department. Officer Edward Walters had resigned. Officer William C. Schafer 
was dismissed. “Hand semaphores” were purchased for the intersection of Eighth & Penn 
Avenues, Reading Boulevard, and the Textile Inn. Two rubber raincoats were purchased to be 
shared between 6 police officers.  
 

 
 

Early borough police department office in the basement of Town Hall, 1164 Penn Avenue. 
 

Calls for Service 
Arrests (include 

Borough Ordinances) Traffic Violations Traffic Accidents Miles Patrolled 

N/R 117 70 N/R N/R 

Stolen Property 
Recovered 

Police Pension 
Balance 

Complement of 
Officers 

UCR Clearance 
Rate v. National 

 

One Vehicle None 4 N/R  

 
 
 



1926 
 
The police department yearly budget was $4,314.89, which was comprised of salaries, supplies, 
gas, oil, and insurance. Officer Daniel Tobias was added to the police department. The monthly 
report by the Chief Burgess listed the names of criminals and punishment. Officer Harry E. 
Hubler was hired after Officer Thomas Spatz resigned; however, it was unclear when he had 
been hired. The Pennsylvania State Constabulatory spoke to Borough Council about the 
efficiency of “traffic signals.” “Traffic officers” were positioned at Reading Boulevard and Penn 
Avenue and Van Reed Road and Penn Avenue for the safety of school children crossing.  
 
1927 
 
In February Officer Harry E. Hubler resigned. The Indian motorcycle the “Big Chief #74” was 
reported that it needs to be replaced. Police court was held by Chief Burgess Charles H. Law in 
the absence of Justice of the Peace Herbert Fleck, during an illness. The Chief Burgess had the 
authority to conduct court regarding borough ordinances. During April, four young men were 
detained at the police department, who demonstrated to officers how easy it would be to crawl 
under the cell door; therefore, a piece of angle iron was attached to the bottom of the cell 
door. During the 17th Annual Borough convention, it was discussed about removing the position 
of High Constable. In October, spotlights were added for the safety of the officers performing 
traffic control. Monthly salaries were set for the police department at: 
 

Chief of Police $175 
4th Year Officer $150 
3rd Year Officer $140 
2nd Year Officer $130 
1st Year Officer $125, 

 Plus $7.50 clothing allowance for officers. 
 

Fines totaling $1840 were collected by the Justice of the Peace for the entire year. 
 



 
 

The Indian motorcycle the “Big Chief #74” with a side car under the tree in the 1600 block of 
Delaware Avenue looking east from Clayton Avenue in 1927. The motorcycle under the tree is 

enlarged for the photograph below.  
 

 
 
 
 
1928 
 
In March, Chief Burgess Charles H. Law reported meeting with the mayors and police chiefs of 
West Reading and the City of Reading to discuss “cooperation of the police and detective forces 
in detecting the phantom burglar whose actions are terrorizing the community.” An agreement 
was made. It was recommended that two new police officers be hired for police protection at 



night, which was inadequate. Officers Raymond E. Dissinger and Lee G. Shrepple were hired. 
Chief William J. “Dutch” Griffith returned to duty in October after a “severe case of the grippe.” 
In 1928, the first year-end report was authored by a Chief of Police, which was previously 
reported by the Chief Burgess.   
 

 

 
 

Original Department Shoulder Patch, which was originally sewn directly on the outer jackets. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hat Badge worn circa 1920 to 1940’s. 
 

 
 

Uniform Badge worn circa 1920 to 1940’s. 
 



1929 
 
In January, a “red light” was installed outside the window at Town Hall at the police 
department to alert a passing officer to return to Town Hall.  Officers George A. Dobler and 
Walter D. Anderson were placed onto the police force in March. Officers Daniel Tobias and Lee 
G. Schrepple resigned. The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) program was developed by the 
International Chief of Police Association in 1929. The UCR data is collected by the police 
department and forwarded to the Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) and then onto the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI). The UCR program collects data, publishes reports, and maintains 
crime statistics.  
 
The earliest picture of the Wyomissing Borough Police Department with “special officers” from 
the Textile Police Force, who would routinely assist and augment the borough police 
department as needed. 
 

 
 

(Pictured L-R) Officer William C. Hamilton*, Officer Walter D. Anderson, Officer Earl B. Miller*, 
Officer Charles Hahn, Chief William J. “Dutch” Griffith, Officer Raymond E. Dissinger, Officer 

George A. Dobler, Officer Charles Epting*, and Chief Burgess Charles H. Law. The officers 
marked with an asterisk (*) are members of the Textile Police Force, which routinely assisted 

the borough police department as needed.  
 



 
 
(Pictured L- R) 1st row: Officer Raymond E. Dissinger, Officer William C. Hamilton*, Burgess C.H. 

Law, Officer George A. Dobler, Chief of Police William J. “Dutch” Griffith; 2nd Row: Officer 
William D. Anderson, Officer Earl B. Miller*, Officer Charles F. Hahn, and Officer Charles 

Epting*. (*) are members of the Textile Police Force (1). 
 
 

 
 

Officer Badge of the Textile Police/ Security Department. 
 

 


